A Call for Peace, with Justice,
to Bring the Country Forward

“And Jesus knew their thoughts, and said unto them,
Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation;
and every city or house divided against itself shall not stand” (Matt 12:25). KIV

His Excellency President Benigno S. Aquino has delivered a candid but truthful message of the need
to unravel the truth and serve the ends of justice, and we support the President’s imperative to,
once and for all, let the truth out, and let “righteousness and justice roll down like a mighty stream.”
And yet, this must be pursued without unduly shaking the foundations of our still fragile democracy.
And so, the Honorable Senate President Juan Ponce Enrile struck just the right note for the church
and the Christian communities to undertake peacemaking initiatives between and among the
country’s three branches of government — and so serve the higher ends of charity and unity while we
pursue justice. Therefore, the undersigned Bishops, Pastors and Christian leaders respectfully submit
this call not only to our beloved country’s officials but to our people as well.

At this time, we as a people “implore the aid of Almighty God, in order to build a just and a humane
society and establish a Government that shall embody our ideals and aspirations, promote the
common good, conserve and develop our patrimony, and secure to ourselves and our posterity the
blessings of independence and democracy under the rule of law and a regime of truth, justice,
freedom, love, equality and peace...”

We have in high regard the candor and sincerity shown by our President in keeping us on track along
the “matuwid na daan,” and we recognize the gigantic task that lies before him - and before us all --
in bringing the wheels of justice against those who trampled upon the rights of our people — and
who wrongly thought that they could commit wrongdoing with impunity and beyond the reach of
justice. However, we also recognize that, it is in the best interest of the country he governs that the
President should continue keeping the balance in following our democratic processes, marked by
healthy and orderly discourse — which makes democracy works for us all.

The Chief Justice has publicly held his peace and that deserves commendation; but we maintain that
the sphere and boundaries of justice must be free from the control of vested interests and past
favors and must not be beholden to partisan politics.

We respectfully pray that our esteemed leaders and people seek and find the aid of the Almighty
God in the following Biblical admonitions:

e For the Executive Branch, headed by the President of the Philippines, to continue serving
our people with probity and vision, be true to the overwhelming mandate of our people to
lead them to our God-ordained destiny of peace and prosperity; to serve the ends of
justice and to prosecute all wrongdoings, and to uphold the truth at all times. We must be
reminded, however, that justice must be balanced by mercy and loving kindness:

“Mercy and truth preserve the king, and by lovingkindness he upholds his throne.” (Prov
20:28) NKJV

“Let not mercy and kindness [shutting out all hatred and selfishness] and truth [shutting out
all deliberate hypocrisy or falsehood] forsake you; bind them about your neck, write them
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upon the tablet of your heart. So shall you find favor, good understanding, and high esteem
in the sight [or judgment] of God and man.” (Prov 3:3-4) AMP

“All things are legitimate [permissible — and we are free to do anything we please], but not
all things are helpful (expedient, profitable, and wholesome). All things are legitimate, but
not all things are constructive [to character] and edifying [to spiritual life).” (1 Cor 10:23)
AMP

“Everything is permissible (allowable and lawful) for me; but not all things are helpful (good
for me to do, expedient and profitable when considered with other things). Everything is
lawful for me, but | will not become the slave of anything or be brought under its power.” (1
Cor 6:12) AMP

“He who follows righteousness and mercy finds life, righteousness and honor” (Prov 21:21).
NKJV

For the members of the Judiciary, headed by the Chief Justice, to be true to their calling
and place much value to such a lofty position, dispensing justice and discharging their
duties with unimpeachable objectivity and impartiality, in the fear of God being the
ultimate Judge of all human actions. Moreover, a solemn commitment be declared to our
people that the judiciary be free from any attachment to personal interests and partisan
politics, so that this last bastion for justice will be attuned to the sense of justice of our
people and to the higher justice of our God:

“But let justice run down like water, and righteousness like a mighty stream.” (Amos 5:24)
NKJV

“You shall do no injustice in judging a case; you shall not be partial to the poor or show a
preference for the mighty, but in righteousness and according to the merits of the case
judge your neighbor.” (Lev 19:15) AMP

“...Hear the cases between your brethren and judge righteously between a man and his
brother or the stranger or sojourner who is with him. You shall not be partial in judgment;
but you shall hear the small as well as the great. You shall not be afraid of the face of man,
for the judgment is God's...” {Deut 1:16-17} AMP

“...Be careful what you do, for you judge not for man but for the Lord, and He is with you in
the matter of judgment. So now let the reverence and fear of the Lord be upon you; take
heed what you do, for there is no injustice with the Lord our God, or partiality or taking of
bribes. .. Do this in the fear of the Lord, faithfully, with integrity and a blameless heart.” {2
Chron 19:6-9} AMP

For the Senate of the Philippines and the House of Representatives, to undertake with
care and wisdom their legislative duties - jointly or separately — which are, principally, to
craft pieces of legislation, to review and approve the budget, to pass judgment on
Presidential appointees or even, on rare occasions, to review the fitness of top officials to
determine if their acts are impeachable or unimpeachable. In all cases, the two chambers
of the Legislature should make sure that they serve the greater common good for all
Filipinos, and that these are consistent with the higher laws and principles of God, and
thus, remain blameless before the Creator:
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"Woe to those who decree unrighteous decrees, who write misfortune, which they have
prescribed to rob the needy of justice, and to take what is right from the poor of My
people...” {Isa 10:1-2} NKJV

For the government as a whole, to act as one working unity in diversity, taking into
account the complementariness and cooperation of the three branches of government, as
contemplated by the fundamental law of the land, the Constitution, which makes the
assumption that officials shall serve with their allegiance fixed only on God, country and
the people they serve — and not be manacled by past favors, influenced by vested interests
and unduly bound by a false sense of gratitude and misplaced loyalty. This government,
founded on the imperative of change for the better, guided by “tuwid na landas,” shall be
led by officials throughout the bureaucracy, who must represent the Biblical prescription
that all those in power shall be ministers of God for the good of those they govern and
serve:

“For he (governing authorities) is God's minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid;
for he does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God's minister, an avenger to execute wrath
on him who practices evil.” (Rom 13:4)

NKJV

For the individual Filipino, civil society, business community, media and religious
organizations, and people’s organizations to maintain a respectful and prayerful attitude,
issuing criticisms only for constructive purposes aimed at the higher good, disagreeing
when necessary and yet agreeable at all times, making sure that the freedom to speak and
move is both a democratic right and a responsibility, aimed at the untrammeled flow of
ideas for better governance, marked by fairness, justice, and balance — with the ultimate
goal to provide a better life — spiritual and physical - respecting the dignity of every person
who has infinite worth in the eyes of God:

“First of all, then, | urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be
made for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful
and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way.” (1 Tim 2:1-3)

ESV

“These six things the Lord hates, indeed, seven are an abomination to Him:
o A proud look

A lying tongue, and

Hands that shed innocent blood,

A heart that manufactures wicked thoughts and plans,

Feet that are swift in running to evil,

A false witness who breathes out lies [even under oath], and

He who sows discord among his brethren.” (Prov 6:16-19) AMP
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“...to punish or fine the righteous is not good, nor to smite the noble for their uprightness.
He who has knowledge spares his words, and a man of understanding has a cool spirit.
Even a fool when he holds his peace is considered wise; when he closes his lips he is
esteemed a man of understanding.” (Prov 17:26-28) AMP






